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Park  Commission. 

JAMES  PARK,  Jr.,  President. 

ALEX.  P.  CALLOW,  Mayor.  JOSHUA  C.  PATTERSON, 

ALFRED  SLACK,  ROBERT  LEA, 

A.  M.  MARSHALL,  HUGH  M'NEILL. 

J.  R.  OXLEY,  Secretary. 

CHAS.  DAVIS,  Superintending  Engineer. 


Office  of  Park  Commission,      ) 
City  Hall,  Allegheny,  Jan.  1,  1870.  f 

To  the  President  and  Members  of  Park  Commission: 

Gentlemen  : 

Herewith  is  submitted  the  "Second  Annual 
Report  of  the  Park  Commission,  for  1869,"  the 
same  being  prepared  under  your  direction,  and  ap- 
proved by  you. 

J.  R.  OXLEY, 

Secretary  of  Commission. 


Repoet  of  Paek  COMMISSION. 


Office  of  Park  Commission,  ) 

City  Building,  Jan.  1,  1870.  \ 

To  the  Honorable,  the  Select  and  Common  Councils  of 
the  City  of  Allegheny : 

Gentlemen  : 

Your  Board  of  Park  Commissioners  respectfully 
submit  the  following,  their  "  Second  Annual  Report, 
for  1869." 

The  attention  of  your  Honorable  Bodies,  and  the 
public  generally,  is  directed  to  the  full  and  complete 
report  of  Mr.  Chas.  Davis,  Superintending  Engineer 
of  the  Park,  which  accompanies  this  Report.  The 
operations  on  the  Park  last  year,  as  also  the  general 
progress  of  the  work  from  its  commencement,  are 
set  forth  in  detail  in  that  Report ;  and  little,  if  any- 
thing, remains  to  be  said,  further  than  the  Park 
Commission  have  approved  everything  contained 
therein. 

In  the  "  First  Annual  Report  of  the  Park  Com- 
mission," it  is  stated  that  Seminary  Hill  was  re- 
garded as  the  finest  natural  object  of  the  Park  1m- 


provement,  but  owing  to  the  fact  that  Councils  had 
failed  to  procure  or  authorize  the  necessary  legis- 
lation, no  progress  had  been  made  in  the  work.  It 
was  intimated,  however,  in  the  Report,  that  the 
Commissioners  had  not  abandoned  that  part  of  the 
plan,  and  looked  forward  to  the  time  when  Councils 
would  cheerfully  approve  the  necessary  legislation. 
Only  one  year  has  elapsed  since  that  prediction, 
when  it  is  more  than  fully  realized. 

By  almost  unanimous  consent  of  Councils,  the  Act 
of  Assembly  giving  the  Park  Commission  not  only 
control  of  that  portion  of  the  hill  owned  by  the 
city,  but  authorizing  the  purchase  of  the  necessary 
adjacent  property,  so  as  to  make  a  desirable  ap- 
proach to  the  summit  of  the  hill,  has  been  approved, 
and  subsequently  enacted  into  a  law. 

Work  will  be  commenced  on  this  portion  of  the 
improvement  immediately,  in  order  to  construct  the 
foundation  of  the  Allegheny  County  Soldiers'  Monu- 
ment, this  site  having  been  selected  by  a  large  ma- 
jority of  the  citizens  of  the  county.  It  is  proposed 
to  have  the  dedicatory  ceremonies  on  the  occasion 
of  laying  the  corner  stone  of  this  Monument,  on  the 
30th  day  of  May,  of  this  year. 

In  the  very  important  matter  of  a  judicious  ex- 
penditure  of  the  public  money,  your  Commissioners 
will  simply  say,  that  all  the  work  done,  or  that  could 
be  done  by  contract,  has  been  awarded  to  the  lowest 
and  best  bidder.     The  complex,  or  rather  the  indefi- 


nite  character  of  a  portion  of  the  work,  frequently 
rendered  it  necessary  to  authorize  the  Engineer  to 
have  the  work  done,  without  regard  to  contract ; 
and,  in  no  instance,  is  your  Commission  aware  that 
an  extravagant  price  has  been  given.  The  main 
object  was  to  have  the  work  done  well,  and  it  was 
considered  doubtful  economy  to  employ  parties  at 
their  own  estimation  of  capacity. 

In  September  of  last  year,  your  Commissioners 
visited  the  cities  of  Philadelphia,  New  York,  Brook- 
lyn, Baltimore,  and  Washington,  for  the  purpose  of 
inspecting  the  Parks  of  those  cities.  The  value  of 
this  trip  cannot  be  too  highly  estimated,  and,  without 
attempting  to  burden  this  Report  with  details,  it  is 
safe  to  say  that  all  of  the  visiting  members  came 
back  with  more  enlarged  views  and  liberal  ideas  as 
to  the  proper  treatment  of  our  Park  Grounds.  The 
governing  object  of  the  trip  was,  in  effect,  to  profit 
by  the  experience  of  other  cities,  instead  of  pursu- 
ing the  fogyish  idea  of  learning  everything  at  the 
expense  of  failures.  In  relation  to  the  manner  of 
constructing  walks,  and  on  the  subject  of  drainage 
and  ornamentation,  the  time  and  money  spent  is  as 
nothing  in  value  to  the  information  received. 

In  this  connection,  and  while  referring  to  this 
trip,  it  would  be  singularly  out  of  taste  if  we  failed 
to  return  thanks  to  those  officially  connected  with 
the  Parks  visited  by  us.  To  the  Board  of  Park 
Commissioners,  City  Engineer  and  Superintending 
Engineer,  of  Fairmount  Park,  Philadelphia,  are  we 
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specially  under  obligation  for  their  kindness  and 
heartfelt  courtesies,  in  extending  to  us  every  facility 
for  information  within  their  power.  Also,  to  the 
Superintending  Engineers  of  Prospect  Park,  Brook- 
lyn, and  Druid  Hill  Park,  Baltimore,  as  well  as  to 
the  officials  connected  with  the  Central  Park,  New 
York,  are  we  indebted  for  many  favors,  and  we  take 
this  occasion  of  recognizing  their  courtesies,  and 
publicly  extending  them  our  thanks,  and  promise 
for  them  like  courtesies  when  visiting  our  city. 

Perhaps  it  is  well  enough  to  refer  to  another  mat- 
ter, if  for  no  other  purpose  than  a  preservation  of 
the  Record  of  the  Members  of  the  Commission,  viz : 
The  Act  of  Assembly,  providing  that  the  Mayor 
shall  be  a  member  of  the  Park  Commission,  by  virtue 
of  his  office,  the  close  of  the  official  term  of  his 
honor,  Simon  Drum,  Mayor,  severed  that  gentle- 
man's connection  with  the  Park  Commission.  The 
vacancy  thus  created  was  filled  by  the  election  of  A. 
P.  Callow,  Mayor ;  Mr.  A.  H.  English's  term,  as 
member  of  the  Select  Council  from  the  Third  Ward 
also  expiring,  a  vacancy  existed,  which  was  filled  at 
a  Joint  Session  of  Councils,  by  the  election  of  Mr. 
Hugh  M'Neill,  member  of  Common  Council  from  the 
Fourth  Ward  ;  Mr.  Alfred  Slack  being  re-elected  to 
Council  from  the  Second  Ward,  he  was  re-elected  a 
member  of  the  Park  Commission.  The  Commis- 
sion, therefore,  remains  the  same  as  last  year,  with 
above  noted  exceptions. 
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Report  of  Engineer. 


To  tlie  Park  Commissioners  of  the  City  of  Allegheny  : 

Gentlemen  : 

In  obedience  to  your  instructions,  I  hereby  pre- 
sent a  statement  of  the  amount  of  work  done,  and 
money  expended,  on  Park  Construction,  for  the  year 
1869. 

The  close  of  this  year,  the  second  in  the  history 
of  the  Park  Improvement,  has  marked  a  very  deci- 
ded change  in  the  appearance  of  the  Commons,  and 
also  an  equally  decided  one  in  the  feelings  of  the 
people  with  regard  to  the  utility  or  feasibility  of 
such  a  work. 

GENERAL  REVIEW. 

The  work  accomplished  during  the  season  was 
large,  and  of  a  varied  character,  embracing  shaping 
of  grounds,  making  roads  and  walks,  digging  lakes, 
laying  water,  gas  and  drainage  pipe,  constructing 
fountains,  and  planting  trees. 

A  large  proportion  of  it  is  under  ground,  and  not 
perceptible  to  the  eyes  of  the  public,  but  is  essen- 
tially necessary  to  the  protection  and  proper  main- 
tenance of  the  place. 


The  early  part  of  the  season  was  very  backward 
and  unpropitious.  It  was  well  on  in  May  before 
any  show  was  made  in  the  year's  operation. 

The  work  of  1868,  consisted  principally  of  grad- 
ing and  fencing,  and,  consequently,  the  new  year 
opened  with  but  little  done  towards  the  develop- 
ment of  the  plan  of  improvement. 

During  the  year  the  grounds  and  walks  of  the 
North  and  East  Commons,  north  of  Ohio  street, 
were  shaped  and  finished  ;  and  also,  the  triangular 
portion  of  the  West  Commons,  between  Ridge  ave- 
nue and  Ohio  street,  together  with  portions  of  other 
grounds. 

The  bulk  of  pipe  for  water  and  gas  supply,  and 
for  drainage  purposes,  was  also  laid,  and  considerable 
work  done  on  construction  of  fountains. 

The  length  of  roads  and  walks  made  during  the 
year  was  five  and  one-half  (5h)  miles;  these  were 
of  varying  widths,  from  six  (6)  to  thirty-five  (35) 
feet,  and  were  formed  of  rubble  stone  and  gravel. 

For  walks,  the  formation  grade  was  made  gener- 
ally one  (1)  foot  below  the  finished  surface  ;  upon 
this  grade,  a  layer  of  from  seven  (7)  to  nine  (9) 
inches  of  rubble  stone  was  placed,  and  well  com- 
pacted together,  and  upon  this  stone,  from  one  and 
one-half  (11)  to  three  (3)  inches  of  gravel,  and  the 
whole  thoroughly  rolled  with  a  heavy  roller. 

The  roads  were  built  in  a  similar  manner,  but 
with  increased  quantities  of  material.  No  other 
description  of  walk  has,  as  yet,  been  attempted. 


The  asphalt  or  concrete  pavement  is  preferable  in 
some  situations  to  gravel,  especially  on  steep  grades, 
as  it  is  harder  and  gives  a  smoother  surface,  and  is 
less  liable  to  injury  from  wash  ;  and  it  has  another 
advantage,  in  that  it  effectually  prevents  the  growth 
of  weeds. 

There  is  a  difficulty,  however,  in  getting  this  pave- 
ment laid  properly.  So  far,  it  has  not  been  success- 
ful, either  East  or  West,  to  my  knowledge,  except 
in  Prospect  Park.  There — it  was  laid  under  careful 
supervision,  and  the  best  materials  were  used — the 
results  have  been  very  satisfactory.  The  walks  do 
not  appear  to  be  affected  by  the  heat  or  cold,  or  the 
heavy  traffic  upon  them  ;  and  they  are  at  all  times 
free  from  dust,  and  from  weeds  or  grass. 

9,098  cubic  yards  of  stone  were  delivered  on  the 
walks  during  the  year. 

5,856  feet  of  cast  iron  water  pipe  for  water  sup- 
ply have  been  laid,  and  5,000  feet  of  lead  service 
pipe  for  hydrants. 

6,343  feet  of  gas  pipe  for  gas  supply  have  been 
laid,  and  twenty  (20)  lamp  posts  erected. 

4,154  lineal  feet  of  drain  pipe  have  been  used  for 
drainage  purpose. 

The  city  drainage  system  traverses  these  grounds 
pretty  generally,  which  gives  opportunities  for  thor- 
ough drainage,  at  small  cost. 

Drain  pipes  are  laid  along  the  walks,  and  also 
through  the  grounds,  to  carry  off  surface  accumula- 


tions,  and  provide  for  sub-soil  drainage  where  the 
nature  of  the  grounds  require  it. 

The  pipe  used  was  principally  cement,  and  ranged 
from  six  (6)  to  ten  (10)  inches  in  caliber. 

Catch  basins,  for  surface  water,  with  gratings  and 
with  trapped  openings,  are  liberally  provided. 
Where  there  was  not  likely  to  be  much  accumula- 
tion of  silt,  a  cast  iron  chute,  made  especially  for 
the  purpose,  with  grate,  was  attached  direct  to  the 
drain  pipe,  and  the  brick  well,  ordinarily  used,  dis- 
pensed with. 

The  lawns  are  provided  with  grass  drains  wherever 
depressions  in  the  surface  occur. 

Sixteen  (16)  ornamental  settees  have  been  pro- 
vided for  the  accommodation  of  visitors,  and  one 
hundred  (100)  more  contracted  for,  to  be  delivered 
in  January. 

The  planting  done  was  rather  limited,  from  the 
backwardness  of  the  spring,  and  from  the  want  of 
suitable  stock  at  hand  when  the  season  opened. 

Recently  there  has  been  such  an  impetus  given  to 
public  gardening  in  all  our  cities,  that  the  nurseries 
are  kept  tolerably  well  drained  of  their  select  stock, 
and  good  trees  and  shrubs  are  more  difficult  to  ob- 
tain than  formerly.  The  only  way  to  procure  them 
is  to  order  in  advance. 

820  trees,  of  various  kinds,  have  been  set  out, 
and  about  the  same  quantity  of  shrubs. 


The  following  table  gives  condensed  statement 
of  work  on  roads,  walks,  water,  gas  supply  and 
drainage  : 

ROADS  AND  WALKS. 
Lineal  feet  of  60  feet  Roads  finished, 361 


a      u    35 

u 

(i 

"       "     "  16 

n 

Walks 

«         «      «    14 
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it 

"     "   12 

a 
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u         «      c<    10 

a 

" 

"     "     8 

c<       it     u     a 

.  1,369 
.  4,765 
.  1,597 
511 
.  6,728 
.  1,297 
.12,241 


Total  length,  feet, 28,869 

or  5i  miles. 

DRAINAGE. 

Length  and  caliber  of  Pipe  laid  : 

Lineal  feet  of  10  inch,  Cement, 259 

"       "     "      8    "  "      1,691 

"       "     "      6    "  "      2,214 


Total, 4,154 


INLETS. 


Inlets,  or  Silt  Basins,  Brick, . 
Chutes,  " 


WATER  PIPE. 

Lineal  feet  of  4  inch  laid, 3,612 

"        "    "    3     "       "    288 

"        "    "    2     "       "                                                                      .1  932 
"        "    "    8     "       "    24 


Total, 5,856 

15 


LEAD  PIPE,  EXTRA  STRONG. 

Lineal  feet  of  2i  inch, 60 

"    "   2       "     126 

"    "   1       "     2,763 

"    "     i     "     16£ 

Total  length, 2,965* 

Hydrants, 28 

Stop  Cocks,  large, 9 

"  "        small, 28 

GAS  PIPE. 

Lineal  feet  of  1*  inch, 732 

"        "     "  lj     "     782 

"     "1       "     2,333 

"        "     "     |     "     1,727 

"        "    "    £     "     769 

Total  length, 6,343 

Lamp  Posts  set, 20 


LAKES  AND  FOUNTAINS. 

The  Lake  on  West  Common,  near  the  Railroad, 
has  been  excavated  and  made  water-tight,  and  the 
water  let  in.  Its  clear  sheet  of  water  has  afforded 
much  amusement  for  children  during  warm  weather, 
in  boat  sailing ;  and,  in  cold  weather,  its  surface  has 
served  as  a  skating  park.  The  surroundings  are  yet 
unfinished. 

The  large  fountain  at  the  north-east  corner  of 
Commons,  was  completed  and  put  in  operation  early 
iu   the  summer,  and   as  it  was  the  first  object  that 
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gave  any  life  or  attraction  to  the  grounds,  it  was  con- 
stantly surrounded  with  admiring  visitors  through- 
out the  season. 

The  Fountain  consists  of  a  circular  stone  basin, 
fifty  (50)  feet  in  diameter,  and  three  (3)  feet  deep, 
with  a  rim  of  heavy  cut  stone  projecting  one  (1) 
foot  above  the  lawn.  A  large  Grecian  Vase,  in 
marble,  six  (6)  feet  in  diameter  and  six  (6)  feet 
high,  resting  on  a  cut  stone  pedestal,  forms  the 
centre  piece,  from  which  the  principal  jet  issues. 
Sixteen  (16)  smaller  jets  are  ranged  around  the 
inside  of  the  basin,  at  varying  distances  from  the 
centre,  and  are  adjusted  to  play  into  the  vase. 

This  Fountain  throws  a  vertical  column  seventy 
(70)  feet  high,  which,  with  the  side  jets,  makes  a  most 
beautiful  display,  and  resembles  a  huge  transparent 
dome,  pierced  with  a  crystal  shaft,  and  fringed  with 
spray.  The  plan  for  Fountain  was  furnished  by 
Messrs.  Mitchell  &  Grant,  of  New  York,  with  some 
modifications  by  the  Commission. 

A  Drinking  Fountain,  of  a  simple  design,  has  been 
placed  in  the  square  west  of  Federal  street,  and  an- 
other, but  with  some  pretensions  as  an  object  of  art, 
has  been  ordered  for  the  East  Commons.  The  latter 
Fountain  is  formed  in  terra-cotta,  and  represents  a 
boy  holding  a  basin  with  both  hands,  in  which  is 
placed  a  bubbling  cup.  The  figure  is  partly  nude, 
and  moderately  draped,  and  supported  by  a  tree 
stump ;  the  whole  rests  upon  a  sandstone  base. 

(c)  17 


The  water  is  carried  upward  and  downward 
through  the  centre  of  the  figure.  The  height  of 
figure  is  four  (4)  feet,  and  semi-collossal.  The  work 
is  from  Mr.  Isaac  Broome,  a  well-known  Allegheny 
artist.  The  price  for  the  Fountain,  set  up,  is  four 
hundred  dollars  ($400). 

The  Fountain  shown  on  the  West  Common  plot, 
near  Ridge  avenue,  has  been  completed. 

This  Fountain  is  composed  of  a  basin,  of  quarter- 
foil  section,  thirty-one  (31)  feet  in  diameter  across 
the  bays,  and  standing  two  and  one-half  (2^)  feet- 
above  the  walk  level.  The  rim  is  formed  of  heavy 
stone,  (of  what  is  known  as  Baden  stone,)  running 
the  full  depth  of  basin,  and  moulded  on  top  and 
outer  face,  and  showing  a  thickness  at  the  water- 
line  of  sixteen  (16)  inches. 

The  bed  of  the  basin  is  formed  of  rubble  and 
concrete,  two  (2)  feet  thick.  The  basin  has  four 
(4)  cluster  jets,  one  in  each  bay.  The  design  of 
centre  piece  is  "  Rennaissance "  in  style,  and  is 
formed  of  cast  iron.  It  consists  of  a  base  in  the 
form  of  a  Greek  cross,  upon  which  sits  a  pedestal 
supporting  a  basin. 

This  pedestal  and  base  is  relieved  by  four  (4) 
winged  sea  horses,  in  half  relief,  from  the  mouths 
of  which  jets  are  thrown.  The  superstructure  is 
composed  of  a  pedestal,  on  which  stands  four  ter- 
minal female  figures,  (Neriades,)  supporting  a  basin, 
beaded  and  fluted,  and  with  an  ornamental  border. 


The  terminal  is  formed  of  a  water  lily,  from  which 
issues  the  central  jet.  The  water,  instead  of  flow- 
ing equally  over  the  basin,  is  projected  from  the 
mouths  of  ornamental  heads,  placed  at  intervals 
around  the  rim  of  the  basin.  The  height  of  the 
Fountain  is  twenty-four  (24)  feet,  and  the  width  of 
the  lower  basin  of  centre  piece  thirteen  (13)  feet. 
The  centre  piece  is  from  the  establishment  of  Robt. 
Wood  &  Co.,  Philadelphia,  and  the  plans  for  Foun- 
tain basin  and  side  jets  were  prepared  in  this  office. 

RAILROAD    IMPROVEMENT. 

The  improvements  to  be  made  by  the  Railway 
Company  are  progressing  as  rapidly  as  could  be 
expected.  The  enclosing  wall  of  Railroad  through 
West  Commons  is  nearly  completed.  This  will  be 
surmounted  with  a  handsome  iron  railing. 

The  plans  for  iron  overhead  bridges  at  street 
crossings,  and  for  stone  watch-houses,  have  been 
fully  developed,  and  the  work  will  be  entered  upon 
the  coining  season.  These  structures  will  be  made 
with  a  view  to  adornment  of  the  Park,  as  well  as  to 
supply  the  wants  of  the  road. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  acknowledging  my  in- 
debtedness to  Mr.  Felician  Slataper,  the  Chief  Engi- 
neer of  the  Road,  for  the  many  courtesies  extended, 
and  for  the  benefit  of  his  opinion,  when  desired, 
on  matters  connected  with  the  Park   improvement, 


And  also,  to  Mr.  C.  C.  Martin  and  Mr.  J.  Y.  Culyer, 
Engineers  of  Prospect  Park,  for  information  ob- 
tained. 

PARK  EXPENDITURES. 

The  total  amount  expended  during  the  year  is  $66,137.00,  and  is  divided 
under  the  following  heads,  viz  : 

Roads  and  Walks, $10,270  30 

Fencing, 2,803  09 

Grading  and  Shaping  Grounds, 16,199  96 

Ornamentation, 12, 563  73 

Miscellaneous  Expense, 8,357  30 

Tools, 778  12 

Amt.  Refunded  to  Property  Holders  on  the  East  Commons,     1,800  00 

Water  and  Gas  Supply, 5,057  39 

Lake, 345  60 

Fountains, 7,675  93 

Humboldt  Monument, 257  95 

Overpaid  Park  Tax, 27  63 

Total  Expended,  1869, $66,137  00 

Amount  expended  in  construction  for  1868  and 
1869,  $107,686.94. 

Appended  to  this  report  will  be  found  a  detailed 
account  of  expenditures  for  the  year,  and  also  an 
inventory  of  effects  of  Park  Commission  ;  also,  an 
extract  of  law,  giving  conditions  of  bequest  of 
common  grounds  to  the  city. 

As  the  work  progressed,  a  more  accurate  knowl- 
edge of  the  peculiar  wants  to  be  provided  for  in 
such  an  undertaking  was  obtained,  thus  rendering 
important  changes  in  the  general  scheme,  as  sub- 
mitted  by  Messrs.  Mitchell  &  Grant,  of  New  York. 
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Where  these  changes  occur,  they  have  been  incorpo- 
rated in  the  plan  published  with  this  report,  and  the 
more  important  ones  described  in  full. 

STOCKTON  AVENUE   PLAN. 

On  South  Common,  east  of  Federal  street,  it  will 
.be  seen,  the  plan,  as  it  now  stands,  contemplates  the 
vacation  of  Stockton  avenue,  and  of  giving  Church 
avenue  an  additional  width  of  twenty  (20)  feet,  and 
enclosing  and  improving  the  area  between  the  street 
and  property  lines  as  a  Park. 

The  houses  on  the  north  side  will  be  made  acces- 
sible to  the  new  street,  by  forming  bays  in  this  street 
for  carriage  ways,  and  connecting  these  landings 
with  the  houses  on  the  north  side  by  walks,  of  easy 
and  symmetrical  curves,  so  arranged  as  to  give  some 
design  to  the  plot,  and  at  the  same  time  to  conceal 
their  immediate  purpose.  The  alley  east  of  Federal 
street  is  made  to  extend  through  the  plot,  but  in 
such  a  way  as  not  to  convey  the  idea  of  a  public 
thoroughfare.  The  arrangement  for  alley  gives  car- 
riage landings,  and  makes  an  appropriate  spot  for 
water  display. 

The  south  side  people  need  a  larger  street  for 
business  purposes.  They  have  no  outlet  in  the  rear 
of  their  premises,  and  the  proximity  of  this  property 
to  the  railroad,  must  always  interfere  with  its  use 
for  other  than  business  purposes. 


The  streets,  at  present,  are  only  thirty-two  (32) 
feet  in  width,  including  sidewalks,  while  all  others 
surrounding  the  Commons  are  sixty-one  (61)  feet. 

On  the  north  side  a  wider  street  would  be  objec- 
tionable, as  it  would  attract  the  general  travel  in 
that  direction,  and  would  make  the  abutting  prop- 
erty less  desirable  for  residences.  It  would  have 
the  further  objection  of  a  very  undulating  grade. 
On  the  south  side  you  would  get  a  regular  grade, 
and  relieve  the  property  there  from  some  of  its 
present  disadvantages. 

The  city  needs  street  room  there,  and  the  Com- 
mons should  have  it  to  complete  the  circuit  of  drive 
around  the  grounds. 

By  this  plan  the  plot  can  be  laid  oft'  to  good  ad- 
vantage for  ornamentation,  and,  at  the  same  time, 
will  have  the  merit  of  superior  accessibility  and 
accommodation,  to  any  other  method  having  in  view 
the  vacation  of  one  street.  Its  southern  exposure 
adapts  it  admirably  for  the  display  and  cultivation 
of  fine  foliaged  plants.  The  plot  is  to  be  enclosed 
with  a  heavy  moulded  curb  and  iron  rail. 

THE  PAGODA. 

On  West  Commons  a  small  lake  and  music  stand 
is  introduced  in  the  plan.  The  material  excavated 
from  this  lake  will  be  thrown  up  at  a  point  opposite 
the   mouth  of   Lincoln  avenue.     On  the  summit  of 


this  elevation  a  Chinese  pavilion  or  pagoda,  to  be 
used  as  a  music-stand,  will  be  erected. 

In  front  of  this  pavilion,  or  towards  this-lake,  will 
be  a  gravel  area,  terminating  in  a  beach,  and  flanked 
by  "rockery."  The  water  for  the  lake  will  enter 
from  this  rock  work,  and  will  be  supplied  from  the 
waste  of  the  fountain  near  by. 

The  gravel  walks  skirting  the  lake  will  also  be 
made  to  touch  the  water's  edge  at  different  points. 
This  will  give  additional  life  to  the  locality,  and  will 
be  a  very  attractive  spot  to  children. 

The  citizens  residing  in  the  vicinity  generously 
propose  to  defray  the  expense  of  constructing  the 
buildings  by  private  contributions. 

The  lay  out  of  the  lower  part  of  the  East  Com- 
mons has  been  changed.  The  plan,  as  now  shown, 
it  is  believed,  will  give  a  more  natural  arrangement 
for  the  walks  and  plots,  and  also  give  greater  con- 
venience to  the  cross  traffic  necessary  to  accom- 
modate. 

The  lay  out  of  plot,  and  disposition  of  walks,  for 
West  Commons,  south  of  the  Penitentiary,  has  been 
made  with  the  same  objects  in  view. 

Nothing  has  yet  been  done  towards  the  improve- 
ment of  "Seminary  Hill,"  (the  portion  south  of 
Ridge  avenue,)  nor  can  there  be,  in  the  proper  way 
at  least,  until  legislation  is  secured,  giving  authority 
to  purchase  and  incorporate  the  whole  crest  of  the 
hill,  which  extends  west  of  the  Common  plot  some 
five  hundred  (500)  feet.  23 


CONSERVATORY. 

The  Park  should  contain  a  good  conservatory  for 
the  growth  and  display  of  exotic  plants ;  or,  more 
particularly,  for  propagating  bedding  plants  for  deco- 
rating the  grounds  during  the  summer,  and  for  the 
preservation  of  such  plants  during  winter.  Such  a 
feature  would  be  highly  esteemed  by  all  classes,  and 
would  keep  up  an  interest  in  the  place  the  year 
round. 

COMPARISONS. 

Our  grounds  are  limited,  but  we  have  sufficient 
examples,  both  in  this  country  and  in  Europe,  to 
show  that  they  are  extensive  enough  to  afford  op- 
portunity for  the  richest  embellishment,  and  for 
making  them  popular  and  profitable  places  of  resort. 

Until  lately,  in  this  country,  gardening  has  been 
confined  to  large  areas,  and  where  squares  and  places 
had  been  improved,  they  were  allowed  to  become 
neglected,  or  were  fenced  out  from  the  sympathies 
of  the  public  by  peculiar  municipal  management. 
Lately,  however,  the  cities  of  Boston,  Chicago  and 
St.  Louis,  have  turned  their  attention  to  this  branch 
of  municipal  improvement. 

Boston  Garden  contains  about  twenty-four  (24) 
acres,  or  an  area  equal  to  our  West  Commons.  It 
has  a  well  designed  piece  of  water,  of  some  three 


(3)  acres  in  extent,  crossed  by  a  suspension  bridge, 
substantially  and  artistically  built.  A  spacious  con- 
servatory, a  beautiful  sparkling  fountain,  and  innu- 
merable other  works  of  art ;  broad  sweeping  walks 
and  fresh  lawns,  with  here  and  there  clumps  of 
shrubs  and  plats  of  flowers. 

Union  Park,  Chicago,  only  falls  short  of  it  in 
acres,  and  contains  grassy  plots,  artificial  lakes  and 
cascades,  stone  and  rustic  bridges,  pavilions  and 
arbors. 

Lafayette  Park,  at  St.  Louis,  is  of  a  similar  char- 
acter, with  more  natural  features,  and  of  larger 
dimensions.  This  Park  contains  probably  thirty 
(30)  acres. 

Robinson,  in  his  description  of  the  Parks  and 
Gardens  of  Paris,  informs  us  that  the  small  squares, 
such  as  the  square  "Des  Battegnolles,"  about  2,000 
yards  in  extent,  the  square  of  the  Temple,  8,000 
yards,  the  square  of  De  la  Tour  St.  Jacques,  about 
5,400  yards,  and  some  others,  are  the  most  beautiful 
spots  in  Paris,  and  that  they  are  ornamented  in  an 
inexpensive  manner.  Pare  Monceau,  described  as 
the  richest  garden  of  all,  contains v  only  twenty- three 
(23)  acres. 

From  these  instances  we  see  that  small  plots  are 
capable  of  being  improved,  so  as  to  make  their 
benefits  felt  outside  of  the  particular  locality  in 
which  they  happen  to  be  placed. 
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Iii  a  town  garden  you  do  not  get  the  diversities 
of  landscape,  or  the  realities  of  rural  life,  that  you 
look  for  in  a  suburban  park ;  but  you  get  what  is 
far  more  valuable  to  the  bulk  of  the  population  of 
a  city,  that  is,  green,  fresh  spots  near  their  doors, 
where  they  can  see  some  of  the  beauties  of  nature, 
and  enjoy  them  daily,  and  feel  the  invigorating  influ- 
ences of  pure  air  and  sunshine. 

ARTISTIC  DECORATIONS. 

Our  own  Park  has  almost  ceased  to  be  regarded 
as  a  local  improvement.  The  citizens  of  the  differ- 
ent municipalities  now  patronize  it,  and  contribute  to 
its  adornment,  and  feel  a  pride  in  its  advancement. 

The  citizens  of  Allegheny  County  have  voted  the 
County  Soldiers'  Monument  a  place  in  its  limits. 
This  work  will  be  commenced  at  once,  and  will  be 
a  prominent  feature,  when  completed.  The  cost  is 
estimated  at  $30,000. 

The  Humboldt  Memorial  Fountain,  a  contribution 
of  the  German  citizens  of  Allegheny  and  Pittsburgh, 
is  now  in  process  of  construction  on  the  grounds. 
And,  in  addition  to  these,  applications  are  on  file  in 
the  office  of  the  Commission,  asking  for  sites  for 
other  objects  of  art.  The  only  danger  is,  that  we 
may  move  too  fast,  especially  in  the  introduction  or 
adoption  of  objects  of  artistic  or  architectural  con- 
structions, that  may  not  harmonize  with  a  work  of 


this  kind.     Nothing  should  be  admitted,  that  would 
give  the  place  the  look  of  a  cemetery. 

And  again,  if  such  improvements  are  to  educate 
and  cultivate  the  public  mind,  whatever  goes  to 
make  up  their  attractions,  should  be  in  accordance 
with  an  educated  and  refined  taste.  Its  effects, 
already,  upon  the  value  of  real  estate  in  the  city, 
and  the  stimulus  it  has  given  for  improvement  in 
all  channels,  is  more  encouraging  than  the  pro- 
jectors of  the  Park  could  have  anticipated,  or  its 
warmest  advocates  hoped  for.  It  is  a  potent  edu- 
cator of  the  people,  especially  of  the  rising  genera- 
tion, in  the  development  of  asthetic  taste,  and  in 
this  direction  its  influence  cannot  be  over  estimated. 

The  attention  of  our  citizens  to  the  study  of  sub- 
jects relating  to  art,  is  fast  removing  the  stigma 
that  has  so  long  been  fastened  to  them,  that  they 
are  inseparably  wedded  to  their  iron,  coal,  and 
their  work-shops.  That  taste  is  growing,  is  forcibly 
exemplified  in  the  character  of  the  suburban  im- 
provements. 

The  practical  and  scientific  turn  of  mind  that  has 
been  heretofore  displayed  in  the  development  of 
our  material  industries,  now  commences  to  branch 
out  and  encroach  upon  the  domain  of  art ;  and 
from  examples  already  given,  we  are  assured  that 
we  have  all  the  elements  within  ourselves  of  taking 
as  high  a  rank  in  the  latter  as  in  the  former.     Our 


cities  can  as  well  be  distinguished  centres  of  taste 
and  refinement,  as  celebrated  centres  of  industry. 

BREATHING  PLACES. 

The  first  thing  we  want  is  breathing  places  acces- 
sible to  our  over-worked  people  ;  something  that 
will  let  some  sunshine  into  the  homes  of  those  that 
see  nothing  but  sooty  darkness  from  year  to  year ; 
some  place  to  spend  a  holiday,  without  resorting  to 
the  wine  shops :  places  for  children  to  play,  without 
"taking  the  gutters." 

Such  places  we  are  endeavoring  to  provide,  and 
as  these  grounds  develop  in  beauty,  and  new  works 
of  art  are  introduced,  our  citizens  can  resort  thither 
to  spend  a  holiday  or  leisure  hour,  instead  of  being 
compelled  to  stay  within  doors,  or  to  frequent 
places  of  questionable  propriety,  for  recreation  or 
pastime. 

The  beneficial  results  are  already  apparent,  and  a 
few  years  hence,  our  citizens  may  point  with  just 
pride  to  the  measures  they  have  taken  for  the  ele- 
vation of  the  masses. 

Respectfully  submitted, 

CHAS.  DAVIS, 

Superintending   Engineer. 
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1869.  Dr. 

Jan.  21,  To  Cash  Paid  Laborers'  Pay-Roil,  Voucher  No.  94,  $97  97 

Feb.    5,     "       "  "            "               "                "           "    95,  202  24 

«       5j     u       c<  u             (i                (i                 ii            u     96?  too  00 

"      6,     "       "         "      Jno.  Finnin,  Gardener,  "           "    97,      100  00 
Mar.   4,     "       "        "      Stein  &  Patterson,  for  Hauling  Gra- 
vel, Voucher  No.  98, 101  20 

"      4,     "       "         "      Park  Pay-Roil,  Voucher  No.  99, ... .      10000 

"      4,     "       "         "      Wra.  S.  Bissell,  for  Trees,  Voucher 

No.  100, 37  50 

"      4,     "       "         "      Atlas  Works,  for  Field  Roller  and 

Castings,  Voucher  No,  101, 402  62 

"  4,  "  "  "  Wm.  Hamilton,  for  Subscription  of 
Tilton's  Horticultural  Magazine, 
Voucher  No.  102, 3  00 

"     11,     "       "         "      W.  D.  D.  Craig,  for  Building  Fence, 

Voucher  No.  103, 150  00 

"    24,    "      "        "     Jno.  Finnin,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

104, 126  40 

"  24,  "  "  "  D.  Van  Nostrand,  for  1  Year's  Sub- 
scription of  Gardener's  Chronicle, 

Voucher  No.  105.  .\ 15  00 

"  24,  "  "  "  A.  A.  Anderson  &  Sons,  for  Print- 
ing 500  Copies  of  Report  for  1868, 

Voucher  No.  106, 110  00 

Apr.  27,     "       "        "      Simon  Dram,  Mayor,  for  Special  Po- 
lice on    Park    Grounds,    Voucher 

No.  107, 176  00 

«     27,    "       "         "      Geo.  Bothwell,  for  Hauling  Manure 

on  Park  Grounds,  Voucher  No.  108,        2:;  7<  I 
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Apr.  27,  To  Cash  Paid  Andrew  Davis,  for  Hauling  Manure 

on  West  Commons,  Voucher  No. 

109, $8  75 

"    27,     "       "         "      John    Finnin,    Laborers'    Pay-Roll, 

Voucher  No.  110, 653  89 

*    27,    "       "        "      John    Harper,    Laborers'    Pay-Roil, 

Voucher  No.  Ill, 264  98 

May    4,     "       "         "      Whitesides  &  Drum,  for  Hardware, 

&c,  Voucher  No.  112, 36  05 

"       4,     "       "         "      Freedom's  Friend,  for  Advertising, 

Voucher  No.  113, 3  00 

"  4,  "  "  "  George  W.  Hubley,  Bill  for  Water- 
ing Can  and  Step  Ladder,  Voucher 

No.  114, 8  75 

"      4,     "       "         "      H.  P.  Schwartz  &  Co.,  Grass  Seed, 

Voucher  No.  115, 27  85 

"      4,     "       "         "      Pay-Roil,  Voucher  No.  116, 116  66 

"     12,     "       "         "      John  Harper,  Gardener,  for  Services 

and  Incidentals,  Voucher  No.  117,  77  07 
"    12,    "       "         "      Hair  &  Saxton,  for  Bill  of  Repairing 

Tools,  Voucher  No.  118, 8  30 

"     12,     "       "        "      Laborers' Pay-Roll,  Voucher  No.  119, 

$679.93;  Voucher  No.  120,  $387.21,  1,067  14 
"     12,     "       "         "      H.  H.    Corson,  for   Work,  Voucher 

No.  121, 28  33 

"     12,     "       "         "      Krempel,  Fostman  &  Co.,  for  Desk 

for  Sec'y  of  Commission,  Voucher 

No.  122, 75  00 

"     18,     "       "         "      John  Finnin,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

123, 75  00 

"    26,    "       "        "      Laborers' Pay-Roll,  Voucher  No.  124, 

$879.47;  Voucher  No.  125,  $387.53,  1,267  00 
1    26,     "       "         "      J.  R.  Oxley,  on  Account  of  Salary 

as  Secretary,  Voucher  No.  126, . . .  50  00 
"    26,    "       "         "      W    D.    D.    Craig,    Building   Fence, 

Voucher  No.  127, 100  00 

June    2.     "       "         "      II.   II.    Corson,   for   Work,  Voucher 

No.  12S 85  00 
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June   2,  To  Cash  Paid  \Y.    I).    1).  Craig,    Building   Fence, 

Voucher  No.   139, $100  (lit 

2,    ••      i-        '•     Jno.  Harper,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

130, 'JO  00 

"      2,     "       "         •'      Atlas  Works,  Bill  for  Castings,  &c, 

Voucher  No.  131, 47  00 

8,     "       "         "      Jno.  Finnin,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

132, 100  00 

8,     "       "         "      Simon  Drum,  Mayor,  for  Special  Po- 
lice on  Park,  Voucher  No.  133,.. .        70  00 

"      8,     ■'       ••         "      Laborers' Pay-Roll,  Voucher  No.  134, 

$233.45;  Voucher  No.  135,  $986.28,  1,219  73 

'•    22,     '•       "        "      Evening-  Chronicle,  for  Advertising, 

Voucher  No.  136, 6  00 

"    22,     "       "         "      Laborers' Pay-Roll,  Voucher  No.  137, 

$906.20;  Voucher  No.  138,  $298.26,   1,204  46 

••     22, Hair  &  Saxton,  Bill  for  Repairing 

Tools,  Voucher  No.  139, 4  65 

'•     22,     ' W.  D.  D.  Craig,  for  Building  Fence, 

Voucher  No.  140, 100  00 

■•    29,     "       "         "      Jno.  Harper,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

141, 90  00 

(i    29,     "       "         "      Jno.  Finnin,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

142, 85  00 

••  29,  "  "  "  C.  G.  Hussey,  60  per  cent,  of  Am't 
Contributed  towards  Improving 
East  Commons,  Voucher  No.  143,      360  00 

•<  29,  "  "  '"  R.  R.  Ray,  Foreman,  Laborers'  Pay- 
Roll,    on    Lake,    West  Commons, 

Voucher  No.  144, 250  00 

July     7,     *•       "         "      John    R.    cV,   A.    Mi\rdock,    Bill    for 

Trees,  Voucher  No.  145, 82   ;  5 

7, Spang,  Chalfant  &  Co.,  Bill  for  Gas 

Pipe,  Voucher  No.  146, 826  18 

'•  7,  ;'  *•  '•  Harvey  Childs,  60  per  cent,  of  Am't 
Contributed  towards  Improving 
Easi  Commons,  Voucher  No.  147,       60  00 

"  7,  "  "  "  T.  &  J.  T.  Munden,  Bill  for  Repair- 
ing Tools,  Voucher  No.  148, 14  37 
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July     ?.   To  Cash   Paid  II.  H.    Corson,   for    Work,   Voucher 

No.  149, $85  00 

"      James    M'Brier,    Bill   for    Lumber, 

Voucher  No.  150, 34  49 

"      John    B.    Ingham   &   Son,    Bill  for 

Stakes,  Voucher  No.  151, 10  50 

"      Simon  Drum,  Mayor,  for  Special  Po- 
lice on  Park,  Voucher  No.  152, ...      216  00 
"      James  M' Kinney,  for  Hauling  Top 
Soil  on   Park   Grounds,    Voucher 

No.  153, 294  25 

"      Laborers'  Pay-Roll,  Voucher  No.  154, 

$269.31;  Voucher  No.  155,  $836.89,  1,106  20 
"      A.  Patterson  &  Co.,  for  Bill  of  Rol- 
ler, Straight-Edge  and  Template, 

Voucher  No.  156, 35  50 

"    13,    "      "        "     H.   P.   Schwartz  &  Co.,  for   Grass 

Seed,  Voucher  No.  157, 103  73 

"     13,     "       "         "      Hugh  M' Linden,  Bill  of  Manure  for 

West  Commons,  Voucher  No.  158,        43  55 
"    13,    "       "         "      Felix    R.    Brunot,    60  per    cent,    of 
Amount  Contributed  towards  Im- 
proving East  Commons,  Voucher 

No.  159, 300  00 

"     13,     "       "         "      Pittsburgh   Dispatch,  for  Advertis- 
ing, Voucher  No.  160, 5  25 

"     13,     "       "         '<      Tate,  Munden  &  Tate,  Bill  of  Plumb- 
ing, Voucher  No.  161, 737  15 

«     VS,     "       "         "      Robert  Dalzell,  60  per  cent,  of  Am't 
Contributed    towards    Improving 
East  Commons,  Voucher  No.  162,      120  00 
"     13,     "       "         "      Atlas  Works,  Bill  of  Castings,  Vou. 

No.  163, 651  30 

"     13,    ««       <<         "      Armstrong,  Hutchinson  &  Co.,  Bill 
of  Repairing  Roller,  &c,  Voucher 

No.  164, 29  00 

"     13,    "       "         "      R.  R.  Ray,  Foreman,  Laborers' Pay- 
Roll,    on   Lake,    West   Commons, 

Voucher  No.  165, 63  11 
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July  13,  To  Cash  Paid  G.  Tcutsch,  1  Plough,  Voucher  No. 

166, $10  00 

"     13,     "      "         "      Whitesides     &    Dram,    Hardware, 

Voucher  No.   167 165  10 

"     13,     "       "        "     Elliott  Bros.  &  Burgess,  Bill  of  Trees 

and  Shrubs,  Voucher  No.  168, 439  00 

"     13,     "       "        "      Chas.  Davis,    Incidentals,    Voucher 

No.  169, 16  35 

"  13,  "  "  "  James  Lindsay,  for  Amount  of  Over- 
Paid  Park  Tax,  Voucher  No.  170,         2  04 

"  21,  "  "  "  Forrester,  Coleman  &  Co.,  Bill  of 
Repairing  Large  Roller,  Voucher 
No.  171, 12  00 

"  21,  "  "  "  Pittsburgh  Dispatch,  Bill  of  Adver- 
tising, Voucher  No.  172, 5  25 

"  21,  "  "  "  George  S.  Head,  60  per  cent,  of  Am't 
Contributed  towards  Improving 
East  Commons,  Voucher  No.  173,        90  00 

"    21,    "       "        "      Hair  &  Saxton,   Bill  of   Repairing 

Tools,  Voucher  No.  174, 9  25 

"    21,     "       "        "      Laborers' Pay-Roll,  Voucher  No.  175, 

$230.89;  Voucher  No.  176,  $673.86,      904  75 

"  21,  "  "  "  Simon  Drum,  Mayor,  for  Special  Po- 
lice on  Park,  Voucher  No.  177, .. .        74  00 

"  21,  "  "  "  Robert  Kidd,  Bill  for  Hauhng  Ma- 
nure to  West  Commons,  Voucher 
No.  178, 58  81 

"  21,  "  "  "  W.  G.Johnston  &  Co.,  Bill  of  Print- 
ing, Voucher  No.  179, 19  50 

"  21,  "  "  "  W.  H.  Grant,  Plans  and  Specifica- 
tion Fountain  Vase,  Voucher  No. 
180, 250  00 

"  28,  "  "  "  R.  C.  Gray,  60  per  cent,  of  Amount 
Contributed  towards  Improving 
East  Commons,  Voucher  No.  181,      240  00 

"    28,     "       "         "      Fred.  Altvater  &  Co.,  Bill  of  Gravel 

for  Lake,  Voucher  No.  182 8  12 
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July  28,  To  Cash  Paid  Andrew  Davis,  for  Hauling  Manure 
on  West  Commons,  Voucher  No. 
183, $7  IS 

"     28,     "       "         "      Robert  Ramsey,  60  per  cent,  of  Am't 
Contributed     towards    Improving 
East  Commons,  Voucher  No.  184,        00  00 
"     28,     k'       "         "      Printing  Committee  of  Park  Com- 
mission, Incidentals,  Voucher  No. 

185, 100  00 

Aug.  4,  "  "  "  John  Swan,  for  Grading  West  Com- 
mons, Voucher  No.  186, 4,056  52 

"      4,     "       "         "      Pay-Roil,  Voucher  No.  187, 150  00 

"       4,     "       "         "      H.  H.    Corson,  for  Work,  Voucher 

No.  188, 9000 

"  4,  "  "  "  J.  R.  Oxley,  Salary  as  Secretary  and 
Messenger  of  Park  Commission, 
Voucher  No.  189, 75  00 

"      4,     "       "         "      Jno.  Harper,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

190, 90  00 

"      4,     "       "         "      Jno.  Finnin,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

191, 100  00 

"      4,     "       «         "      Laborers' Pay-Roil,  Voucher  No.  192, 

$806.86;  Voucher  No.  193,  $225.45,  1,032  31 

"  4,  "  "  "  Simon  Drum,  Mayor,  for  Special  Po- 
lice on  Park,  Voucher  No.  194, ...        94  00 

«  ii  <<  "  "  J.  P.  &  R.  H.  Knox,  on  Account  of 
Fountain  Basin  on  North  Com- 
mons, Voucher  No.  195, 2,000  00 

•  <  n7  "  "  "  Thos.  H.  Rabe,  60  per  cent,  of  Am't 
Contributed  towards  Improving 
East  Commons,  Voucher  No.  196,        90  00 

a    11^     "       "         "      W.    J.    Gibson,    for    Plow    Shears, 

Voucher  Ho.  197, 2  70 

u     ii      "       "         "      John  Huckenstein,  for  Overpaid  Park 

Tax  for  1868,  Voucher  No.  198,. .        21  49 

k  18  "  "  "  Simon  Drum,  Mayor,  for  Special  Po- 
lice on  Park,  Voucher  No.  199, ...        84  00 

"18      "       "         "      B.  0.  Higgins,  for  Plants,  Voucher 

No.  200, 3  00 
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Aug.  18,  To  Cash  Paid  D.  Graham,  Bill  of  Gravel  for  Lake, 

Voucher  No.  201, $24  37 

"  18,  "  "  "  Mary  A.  Robinson,  60  per  cent,  of 
Ain't  Contributed  towards  Improv- 
ing East  Commons,  Voucher  No. 
202, 00  00 

"  18,  "  "  "  A.  L.  Robinson,  60  per  cent,  of  Am't 
Contributed  towards  Improving 
East  Commons,  Voucher  No.  20:5,        00  00 

"    18,    "      "         "      Laborers' Pay-Roll,  Voucher  No.  204, 

$693.05;  Voucher  No.  205,  $254.88,      947  98 

"  25,  "  "  "  J.  P.  &  R.  H.  Knox,  on  Account  of 
Fountain  Basin  on  North  Com- 
mon, Voucher  No.  206, 1,000  00 

"    25,     "       "         "      James  M' Kinney,  Bill  of  Top  Soil  for 

East  Commons,  Voucher  No.  207,        18  35 

"    25,     "       "         "      H.  Bockstoce,  Bill  of  Trees,  Voucher 

No.  208, 108  50 

Sept.    1,    "       "         "      H.  H.    Corson,  for  Work,  Voucher 

No.  209, 90  00 

"  1,  "  "  "  Simon  Drum,  Mayor,  for  Special  Po- 
lice on  Park,  Voucher  No.  210, ...        84  00 

"      1,     "       "         "      Jno.  Harper,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

211...... 90  00 

"      1,     "       "         "      Jno.  Finnin,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

212, 100  00 

"      1,     "       "         "      Laborers' Pay-Roll,  Voucher  No.  213, 

§750.73;  Voucher  No.  214,  $410.18,  1,166  91 

"      1,     "       "        "      Evening  Chronicle,  for  Advertising, 

Voucher  No.  215,  .% 3  50 

"      1,     "       "         "      Elliott  Bros.   &  Burgess,  for  Trees, 

Voucher  No.  216, 12  78 

"      1,     "       "         "      Wm.   &  Jas.   Murdock,    for  Trees, 

Voucher  No.  217, 109  95 

8,     "'       "         "      Samuel  Hastings  &  Co.,  for  Turning 

Crosses,  Voucher  No.  218 1 SS  SO 

••      8, Robt.  Wood  &  Co.,  (Phil'a,)  Bill  for 

Settees  for  Park.  Voucher  No.  219.      130  00 
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Sept.  8,  To  Cash  Paid  Robt.  Henderson,  Stone  for  Walks 
on  West  Corn's,  Voucher  No.  220,1 

"  8,  "  "  "  F.  W.  Christian,  for  Books,  Papers, 
&c,  Voucher  No.  221, 

"  15,  "  "  "  Simon  Drum,  Mayor,  for  Special  Po- 
lice on  Park,  Voucher  No.  222, . .  . 

"  15,  "  "  "  James  Stewart,  for  Overpaid  Park 
Tax  for  1868,  Voucher  No.  223, . . 

"  15,  "  "  "  Atlas  Works,  for  Castings,  Gratings, 
&c,  Voucher  No.  224, 

"  15,  "  "  "  W.  W.  Knox,  for  Gardener's  Tools, 
Voucher  No.  225, 

"  15,  "  "  "  Pay-Rolls,  Voucher  No.  226,  $546.09; 
Voucher  No.  227,  $634.17;  Voucher 

No.  228,  $700.00, 

Oct.  6,  "  "  "  Simon  Drum,  Mayor,  for  Special  Po- 
lice on  Park,  Voucher  No.  229, . .  . 

"  6,  "  "  "  H.  H.  Corson,  for  Work,  Voucher 
No.  230, 

"  6,  "  "  "  Jno.  Finnin,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 
231, 

"  6,  "  "  "  Jno.  Harper,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 
232, 

"  6,  "  "  "  J.  R.  Oxley,  Salary  as  Secretary  and 
Messenger  of  Park  Commission, 
Voucher  No.  233, 

"      6,     "       "         "      Pay-Roll  Account,  Voucher  No.  234, 

"  6,  "  "  "  Pittsburgh  Post,  for  Advertising, 
Voucher  No.  235, 

"  6,  "  "  "  Republic,  for  Advertising,  Voucher 
No.  236, 

"  6,  "  "  "  Pittsburgh  Commercial,  for  Adver- 
tising, Voucher  No.  237, 

"  6,  "  "  "  W.  G.  Johnston  &  Co.,  Stationery, 
Voucher  No.  238, 

"  6,  "  "  "  John  Burford,  Bill  of  Strainers  for 
Lake,  Voucher  No.  239, 
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Oct.  6,  To  Cash  Paid  Trustees  of  M.  P.  Church,  60  per 
cent,  of  Amount  Contributed  to- 
wards Improving  East  Commons, 
Voucher  No.  240, $120  00 

"       6,     "       "         "      Spratt,  Johnston  &  Co.,  Cultivator  & 

Clod-Breaker,  Voucher  No.  241, . .        26  00 
6,     '"       "         "      Hair  &  Saxton,  for  Bill  of  Repairing 

Tools,  Voucher  No.  242, 19  75 

"      6,     "       "         "      Geo.  W.  Hubley,  Buckets,  Rake,  &c, 

Voucher,  No.  243, 2  45 

"      6,    "       "         "      Spang,  Chalfant  &  Co.,  Bill  of  Gas 

Pipe,  Voucher  No.  244, 414  fifi 

"      6,     "       "         "      Forrester  &  Coleman,  for  Repairing 

Tools,  Voucher  No.  245, 2  30 

"      6,     "       "         "      Whitesides  &  Dram,  Hardware  and 

Tools,  Voucher  No.  246, 74  82 

"  6,  "  "  "  Laborers'  Pay-RoUs,  Voucher  No. 
247,  $1,003.27 ;  Voucher  No.  248, 
$761.61, 1,764  88 

"  18,  "  "  "  T.  &  J.  T.  Munden,  BUI  of  Repair- 
ing Tools,  Voucher  No.  249, 14  54 

"  22,  "  "  "  J.  P.  &  R.  H.  Knox,  for  Fountain 
Basin  on  N.  Commons,  Voucher 
No.  250, 1,863  08 

"  22,  "  "  "  W.  D.  D.  Craig,  for  Final  Estimate 
on  Fence  on  Park  Grounds,  Vouch- 
er No.  251, 1,288  40 

"    22,     "       "         "      W.  D.  D.  Craig,  on  Acc't  of  Work 

on  Fence,  Voucher  No.  252, 606  05 

"  22,  '  "  "  "  Tate,  Munden  &  Tate,  Bill  of  Plumb- 
ing, Voucher  No/253, 1,138  78 

"  22,  "  "  "  Beggs  &  Lindsay,  Vase  for  Foun- 
tain on  North  Common,  Voucher 
No.  254, 1,167  50 

"  22,  "  "  "  Francis  Cluley,  2  Screens  for  Screen- 
ing Gravel,  Voucher  No.  255, 24  00 

"     22,     "       "         "      Simon  Drum,  (Mayor)  Special  Police 

on  Park,  Voucher  No.  256, 84  00 
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Oct.  22,  To  Cash  Paid  J.  B.  Ingham  &  Son,  Bill  for  Stakes 
and  Grass  Pounders,  Voucher  No. 

257, $24  50 

"    22,    "       "         "      John  Huckenstein,  biU  for  Gravel  for 

Walks,  Voucher  No.  258, 64  35 

"    22,     "       "        "      Laborers' Pay  Rolls,  Voucher  No.  259, 

$1,854.07;  No.  260,  $793.74, 2,647  81 

"    22,     "       "         "      Louis  Waeflaer  &  Co.,  Bill  for  Jets 

for  Fountain,  Voucher  No.  261, . ..        99  53 
Nov.    3,    "       "         "      Park  Pay  Roll,  Voucher  No.  262, ...      302  50 
"      3,     "       "        "      H.  H.    Corson,  for   Work,  Voucher 

No.  263, 90  00 

"       3,     "       "         "      John  Harper,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

264, 90  00 

"      3,     "       "         "      John  Finnin,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

265, 100  00 

"      3,     "       "         "      Simon  Dram,  (Mayor)  Special  Police 

on  Park,  Voucher  No.  266, 60  00 

"      3,     "       "        "      Allegheny  Gas  Co.,  BiU  for  Painting 

Fence  on  Park,  Voucher  No.  267,..        39  00 
••      3,     "       "         "      James  Reno,  Bill  for  Pipe  for  Silt 

Basin,  Voucher  No.  268, 20  13 

•'       3,     "       "         "      Armstrong,  Hutchinson  &  Co.,  1  Sod 
Cutter,      Repairing     Tools,     &c, 

Voucher  No.  269, 43  07 

"      3,    "       "        "      Wm.  Boyd  &  Son,  Bill  for  Lumber, 

&c,  Voucher  No.  270, 61  00 

"      3,    "       "         "      Chas.    Davis,    Incidentals,    Voucher 

No.  271, 12  35 

"      3,     "       "         "      Alex.  Young,  60  per  cent,  of  Amount 
Contributed    towards     improving 
East  Commons,  Voucher  No.  272,        60  00 
"      3,     "       "         "      John  L.  Dawes,  Bill  for    Lettering 

and  Strips,  Voucher  No.  27:5, 20  00 

';      3,     "       "         "      Laborers'   Pay   Rolls,   Voucher  No. 
274,    $969.35,    Voucher    No.    275, 

$669.87 1,630  22 
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Nov.  3,  To  Cash  Paid  Laborers'  Pay  Rolls,  Voucher  No. 
276,  $648.15;  Voucher  No.  277, 
$510.12, $1,158  27 

"     10,     "       "         "      Freedom's       Friend,      Advertising, 

Voucher  No.  278, 5  25 

"     10,     "       "         "      Pittsburgh    Dispatch,    Advertising, 

Voucher  No.  279, 5  26 

"  10,  "  "  "  A.  D.  Hartley,  Bill  for  Top  Soil 
hauled  to  West  Commons,  Voucher 
No.  280, 49  66 

"  10,  "  "  "  Allen  &  Dunn,  Building  Wells,  Fur- 
nishing and  Laying  Pipe  on  Park 
Grounds,  Voucher  No.  281, 832  41 

"  17,  "  "  "  H.  McNeill,  60  per  cent,  of  Amount 
Contributed  towards  improving 
East  Commons,  Voucher  No.  282,        60  00 

"  17,  "  "  "  Jake  Hill,  60  per  cent,  of  Amount 
Contributed  towards  improving 
East  Commons,  Voucher  No.  283,        60  00 

"    17,     "       "        "      R.  Buist,  Sr.,  (Philadelphia, )  Bill  for 

Trees,  Voucher  No.  284, 45  00 

"    17,     "       "        "      James  Orr,  Drayage   and  P.   R.  R. 

Freight,  Voucher  No.  285, 12  70 

"    17,     "       "         "      Freedom's       Friend,      Advertising, 

Voucher  No.  286,   13  68 

"     17,     "       "         "      Elliott  Bros.    &    Burgess,    Bill    for 

Trees,  Voucher  No.  287 152  07 

"    24,     "       "         "      Simon  Drum,  (Mayor,)  Special  Police 

on  Park,  Voucher  No.  288, 62  00 

"    24,     "      '•         "      Laborers' Pay  Rollsx  Voucher  No.  289, 

$351.93:  Voucher  No.  290,  $425.12,      777  05 

"  24,  "  ••  "  John  Davidson,  (Cashier  2d  National 
Bank,)   for    Discount  on  $10,000 

Note,  Voucher  No.  291, 80  00 

Dec.    1,     "       "        "      H.    H.    Corson,  for   Work,  Voucher 

No.  292, 90  00 

John  Harper,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

293, 90  00 
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Dec.    1,  To  Cash  Paid  John  Finnin,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

294, $100  00 

'«       1,     "       "         "      Alex.  Young,  60  per  cent,  of  Amount 

Contributed    towards    Improving 

East  Commons,  Voucher  No.  295  60  00 
"      8,     "       "         "      Laborers' Pay  Rolls,  Voucher  No.  296, 

$387.87;  Voucher  No.  297,  $376.38,  764  25 
"     15,     "       "         "      Simon  Drum,  (Mayor, )  Special  Police 

on  Park,  Voucher  No.  298, 28  00 

«  15,  "  "  "  Extra  Park  Roll,  Voucher  No.  299,  50  00 
"     15,     "       "         "      Geo.  S.  Head  &  Wm.   Kirkpatrick, 

Bill  for  Water  Pipe,  Voucher  No. 

300, 11  64 

"     15,    «       "         "      A.    A.    Anderson  &  Sons,    Bill    for 

Printing  Notices,  Voucher  No.  301,  7  25 
"  15,  "  "  "  Pittsburgh  Post,  Advertising,  Vouch- 
er No.  302, 16  20 

«     15,     "       "         "      "Wm.  S.  Bissell,  for  1  Case  of  Bulbs, 

Voucher  No.  303, 62  00 

"     15,     "       "         "      Forresters  &  Alston,  on  Account  of 

Fountain  Basin,  West  Commons, 

Voucher  No.  304, 1,500  00 

"     15,     "       "         "      H.  P.  Schwartz  &  Co.,  Bill  of  Grass 

Seed,  Voucher  No.  305, 383  79 

"    22,     "       "         "      Laborers' Pay  Rolls,  Voucher  No.  306, 

$348.72;  Voucher  No.  307,  $223.95,      572  67 
1870. 
Jan.     5,    "      "        "     Park  Pay  Roll,  Voucher  No.  308, .. .      157  10 
"      5,     "       "         "      Simon  Drum,  (Mayor, )  Special  Police 

on  Park,  Voucher  No.  309, 56  00 

"      5,     "       "         "      James  Marshall  &  Co.,  Castings  and 

Pipe,  Voucher  No.  310, 57  34 

"      5,     "       "        "      John  Finnin,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

311, 100  00 

"      5,     "       "         "      John  Harper,  Gardener,  Voucher  No. 

312, 90  00 

"       5,     "       "         "      Jos.  R.  Oxley,  Sal.  as  Secretary  and 

Messenger,      Park       Commission, 

Voucher  No.  313 25  00 
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Jan.     5,  To  Cash  Paid  Whitcsides  &  Drum,  Hardware  and 

Tools,  Voucher  No.  314, $9  80 

"      5,    "       "        "      James    Godfrey,    for    Iron    Bands, 

Voucher  No.  315, 3  00 

"      5,     "       "        "      J.  &  J.  T.  Munden,  Bill  for  Repairing 

Tools,  Voucher  No.  316, 15  25 

"      5,    "       "        "      Hair  &  Sexton,   Bill  for  Repairing 

Tools,  Voucher  No.  317, 18  20 

"  5,  "  "  "  Wm.  Paul,  Superintending  the  Lay- 
ing of  Water  Pipes,  for  year  1869, 
Voucher  No.  318, 150  00 

"  5,  "  "  "  Gilleland  &  Orr,  for  Painting  Cover 
on  Fountain  Vase,  Voucher  No. 
319, 5  60 

"  5,  "  "  "  Laborers'  Pay  Rolls,  Voucher  No. 
320,  $232.72;  Voucher  No.  321, 
$192.62, 425  34 

"  5,  "  "  "  The  Atlas  Works,  for  Castings,  Grat- 
ings, &c,  Voucher  No.  322 468  49 

"  5,  "  "  "  Sam'l  Hastings  &  Co.,  for  Labor  and 
Material  for  Fence  and  Covering 
Fountain  Vase,  Voucher  No.  323,      314  79 

"     12,     "       "        "      Spang,  Chalfant  &  Co.,  Bill  of  Gas 

Pipe,  Voucher  No.  324, 258  95 

«•'     12.     "       "         "      Evening      Chronicle,      Advertising, 

Voucher  No.  325, 6  00 

"     12,     "       "         "      Forrester  &  Coleman,  Hand  Barrows 

and  Repairing,  Voucher  No.  326,        17  50 

"  12,  "  lt  "  R.  R.  Ray,  Levying  Park  Tax  for 
years  1868  and  18*69,  also  Salary  as 
Foreman  on  Park  Grouuds,  Vouch- 
er No.  327, 677  00 

-<■  12,  "  "  "  Allen  &  Dunn,  on  Account  of  Wells, 
Grass  Drains,  Pipe,  and  Chutes, 
Voucher  No.  328, 672  23 

"     12,     "       "        "      Geo.    W.    Hubley,    Watering    Can, 

&c,  Voucher  No.  329, 1  75 
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Jan.  12,  To  Cash  Paid  Tate,  Munden  &  Tate,  Bill  of  Plumb- 
ing, Material  and  Labor,  Voucher 
No.  330, $1,845  31 

"  19,  "  "  "  Laborers'  Pay  Rolls,  Voucher  No. 
331,  $82.04;  Voucher  No.  332, 
$105.13, 187  17 

"     19,     "       "        "      A.  P.  Callow,  (Mayor,)  Special  Police 

on  Park,  Voucher  No.  333, 28  00 

"  28,  "  "  "  Robt.  Henderson,  for  Stone  delivered 
on  Park  Grounds,  for  Walks, 
Voucher  No.  334, 2,971  89 

"  28,  "  "  "  D.  Macferron,  Treasurer  Commission, 
for  Collecting  Park  Tax,  Voucher 
No.  335, 683  17 

"    28,     "       "        "      J.  H.   Elton,  2  per  cent.  Reduction 

on  2  Park  Bonds,  Voucher  No.  336,        40  00 

"  28,  "  "  "  Gas  Committee,  for  Gas  Lamps, 
Posts  and    Stop   Cocks,    Voucher 

No.  337, 267  38 

On  Hand,  end  of  Fiscal  Year,  Feb. 

1st,  1870 54  56 

$65,933  61 


STATEMENT  OF  DISBURSING  OFFICER. 


ACCOUNT    CURRENT. 

1869.  Cr. 

Jan.  21,  By  Cash  Received  from  City  Treasurer,  on  Warrant,      $97  97 

u  it  u  a           it          tt  302  24 

tt  «  tt  tt               tt             tt  100   00 

«  «  a  tt            tt          a  644  32 

it  a  tt  tt              a            tt  150  00 

a  a  a  tt               a             a  251   40 

tt  tt  a  a           a          a  1,127  34 

"  "  "  "  Requisition,  192  31 

"  "  "  "           «          "  1,255  84 

a  «  a  «               "             "  1,417  00 

"  "  "  "            "          "  322  60 

«  tt  a  u            «          «  1,389  73 

"  "  "  "            "          "  1,315  11 

a  a  "  "            "          "  785  00 

tt  it  a  a                a              a  2,229   74 

tt  it  a  tt             a            a  2,282  08 

tt  a  «  tt           a          a  75  00 

"  «  "  "            «          "  1,862  56 

«  it  a  a               a             a  415  27 

a  "  "  «                "              "  3,687   83 

«  "  "  "     x      "           "  2,114  19 

«  "  "  "            "          "  1,179  30 

tt  a  tt  a               a             «  1,126   85 

n  <<  «  "            "          "  1,657  14 

tt  a  ft  a            "          "  2,278  17 

"  "  "  "  on  Wan-ant,  1,832  62 

a  ft  a  "            a           "  700  00 

»  if  «  «            »           «  2,971  24 

"  "  »  "            "          «  2,647  81 
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Feb.    5, 

a 

"      6, 

it 

Mch.  4, 

it 

"    11, 

it 

"    24, 

it 

Apl.  27, 

a 

May    4, 

it 

"    12, 

it 

"    26, 

tt 

June  2, 

tt 

"      8, 

tt 

"    22, 

it 

"    29, 

it 

July    7, 

it 

"    13, 

it 

"    13, 

tt 

"    21, 

it 

"    28, 

a 

Aug.  4, 

tt 

"    11, 

it 

"    18, 

tt 

"    25, 

it 

Sept.  1, 

a 

"      8, 

it 

«    15, 

it 

Sept.  17, 

ti 

Oct.     6, 

tt 

"    18, 

it 

Nov.   3,  ByCa 

sh  Receivec 

from  City  Treasurer,  on 

Warrant, ' 

^8,926  54 

"    10,    "       « 

(                  n 

a         «<                 tt                a 

(< 

2,045  85 

"    17,    "       « 

(                 it 

a         a                 a                a 

tt 

343  45 

«    24     "       ' 

(                 (( 

tt         it                 a                it 

a 

919  05 

Dec.    1,    "       ' 

i                  It 

a         a                 a                it 

it 

340  00 

"      8,    " 

I                      (C 

a         tt                a                a 

a 

792  25 

"    15,    "       ' 

(                a 

a         a                 tt                it 

a 

2,030  88 

"    22,    "      ' 

(               it 

a          a                 a                ti- 

it 

572  67 

1870. 

Jan.    1,    "       ' 

t                 a 

ll         ii                 a                a 

a 

1,895  91 

"    12,    "       ' 

i                 a 

a         a                 n                a 

a 

2,478  74 

"    19,    "       < 

l                  a 

a         a                 a                a 

Requisition,  215  17 

"    28,    "       ' 

t                  a 

a         a                 a                a 

Warrant, 

1,052  44 

"    28,    "       ' 

t                  tt 

"       "  Controller  (Sale  of  Bonds, ) 

7,910  00 

$65,933  61 


DISBURSEMENTS  OF  THE   PARK   COMMISSION. 


The  following  Table  Shores  the  Expenditures  for  Construction  Purposes 
during  the  Tear  1869. 

EXPENDITURES. 

Roads  and  Walks, $10,270  30 

Fencing, 2,80.3  09 

Grading  and  Shaping  Grounds, 16,199  96 

Ornamentation, 12,563  73 

Miscellaneous  Expenses, 8,357  30 

Tools, 778  12 

Improvement, 1,800  00 

"Water  and  Gas  Supply, 5,057  39 

Lake, 345  60 

Fountains, 7,417  98 

Humboldt  Monument, 257  95 

Overpaid  Park  Tax, 27  63 

$65,879  05 
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INVENTORY  OF  TOOLS  ON  HAND,  JANUARY  1st,  1870. 


22  Hand-Barrows, 
2  "Water  Wrenches, 

1  Hatchet, 

2  Sod  Mauls, 

1  Hand  Saw, 

2  Sledges, 

2  Tape  Lines, 

1  Oil  Can, 

2  Hand  Rollers, 
17  Rakes, 

4  Grass  Scythes, 

1  Transplanting  Trowel, 

3  Nursery  Spuds, 

200  Feet  3  Ply  Rubber  Hose, 

2  Brands, 

1  Cultivator, 

2  Water  Buckets, 

1  Grass  Edger, 

2  Gravel  Screens, 
1  Steel  Broom, 

3  Grass  Hooks, 


2  Mattocks, 

1  Grind  Stone, 

1  Level, 
43  Picks, 
51  Shovels, 

4  Long  Handled  Shovels, 

3  Water  Cans, 

2  Monkey  Wrenches, 

1  Large  Road  Roller, 

4  Hoes, 

2  Ploughs, 

1  Post  Digger, 

2  Manure  Drags, 

5  Forks, 

1  Clod  Crusher, 

1  Step  Ladder, 
12  Spades, 

2  Lines  and  Reels, 
4  Stone  Hammers, 
1  Pruning  Knife. 


Your  Commissioners  refer  to  another  matter, 
which  will  be  of  interest  in  connection  with  the  dis- 
bursements. The  Act  of  Assembly  creating  the 
Park  Commission,  approved  March  26,  1867,  author- 
ized the  Commission  to  issue  Bonds  to  the  amount 
of  $200,000.  The  following  Statement  of  the  City 
Controller,  Wm.  M.  Porter,  Esq.,  shows  the  amount 
of  these  Bonds  already  issued,  up  to  January  1, 
1870,  and  the  time  of  their  maturity.  In  this  con- 
nection, it  may  be  well  enough  to  say  that  the 
Controller  is  the  proper  custodian  of  these  Bonds, 
and  the  Commission  feel  indebted  to  him  for  his 
services  in  negotiating  a  considerable  portion  of  the 
same  at  appreciative  figures.     The  following  is  the 

STATEMENT. 

Whole  Number  issued, $63,000 

Maturing  as  follows : 

Nov.  15,  1871, $9,000 

"  "  1872, 18,000 

"  "  1873, .' 8,000 

"  "  1874, 2,000 

"  "  1875, 1,000 

"  "  1876, 5,000 

"  "  1877, 20,000 

$63,000 


Appendix. 


FOB    THE   INFORMATION   OF    THOSE   NOT    FAMILIAR   "WITH    THE   FACTS, 

THE   FOLLOWING    HISTORY   OF   THE   COMMON    (NOW 

PARK)    GROUNDS   IS   INSERTED. 


ACT  OF  11th  SEPTEMBER,  1787. 
An  Act  to  empower  the  Supreme  Executive  to  lay  out  a  Town. 

Sec.  1.  Whereas,  by  the  Act  of  Assembly  passed  the  twelfth  day 
of  March,  in  the  year  of  our  Lord  one  thousand  seven  hundred  and 
eighty-three,  for  the  purpose  of  redeeming  and  paying  off  the  certifi- 
cates of  depreciation,  given  to  the  officers  and  soldiers  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania line,  and  for  other  purposes  in  the  said  Act  mentioned,  a  certain 
tract  of  land  was  reserved  to  the  use  of  the  State,  "containing  (as  in 
the  said  Act  is  expressed,)  three  thousand  acres,  in  an  oblong  of  not 
less  than  one  mile  in  depth,  from  the  Allegheny  and  Ohio  Rivers,  and 
extending  up  and  down  the  said  Rivers,  from  opposite  Fort  Pitt,  so  far 
as  may  be  necessary  to  include  the  same."  And,  whereas,  it  appears 
that  a  sale  of  the  said  tract,  if  laid  out  and  disposed  of  to  the  best 
advantage,  will  furnish  a  considerable  sum  of  money  towards  discharg- 
ing the  debts  due  by  this  State  :  Therefore,  to  attain  the  said  end  in 
the  most  serviceable  manner  to  the  State, 

Sec.  2.  Be  it  enacted,  and  it  is  hereby  enacted  by  the  Representatives 
of  the  Freemen  of  tlie  Commonwealth  of  Pennsylvania,  in  General  As- 
sembly met,  and  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That  the  President  or 
Vice  President  in  Council  are  hereby  empowered  to  cause  to  be  laid  out 
and  surveyed,  a  town,  in  lots,  with  a  competent  and  suitable  number 
of  out-lots,  for  the  accommodation  thereof  in  the  said  tract,  and  to 
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cause  to  be  laid  out  and  surveyed  the  residue  of  the  said  tract  in  lots, 
which  last  mentioned  lots  shall  not  be  less  than  one  acre,  nor  more  than 
ten  acres,  each. 

Sec.  3.  And  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority  of  the  same,  That 
upon  the  return  of  such  surveys,  which  are  hereby  directed  to  be  made 
to  the  President  or  Vice  President  in  Council,  they  shall,  and  are  hereby 
authorized  to  sell  the  whole  of  the  said  lots,  as  they  shall  think  most 
to  the  advantage  of  the  State,  and  to  convey  the  same. 

Sec.  4.  Provided  always,  and  be  it  further  enacted  by  the  authority 
aforesaid,  That  the  President  or  Vice  President  in  Council  shall  re- 
serve, out  of  the  lots  of  the  said  town,  for  the  use  of  the  State,  so 
much  land  as  they  shall  deem  necessary  for  a  court-house,  gaol  and 
market-house,  for  places  of  public  worship,  and  for  burying  the  dead, 
and  without  the  said  town,  one  hundred  acres,  for  a  common  pasture  ; 
and  the  streets,  lanes  and  alleys  of  the  said  town  and  out  lots,  shall  be 
common  highways  for  ever.        ******** 


Under  this  Act  the  town,  now  the  City  of  Alle- 
gheny, was  laid  out,  and  the  lots  sold  at  auction. 

The  town  lots,  or  in-lots,  were  made  60  feet  by 
240  feet,  and  the  out-lots  were  made  10  acres  each. 

The  100  acres  laid  out  for  a  common  pasture  sur- 
rounded the  town  proper,  or  in-lots ;  and  the  out- 
lots,  which  were  mere  appendages  to  the  town  lots, 
to  enhance  their  value  and  insure  more  ready  sale, 
lay  outside  of  the  common  grounds. 

When  the  town  lots  were  sold,  each  purchaser 
obtained,  as  a  gift,  an  out-lot  of  10  acres,  which  was 
drawn  by  lottery. 

The  common  grounds  were  designed  for  pasture, 
for  the  benefit  of  the  in-lot  holders,  as  an  appurte- 
nance. 


By  subsequent  legislation,  with  the  consent  of  the 
commoners,  or  in-lot  holders,  10  acres  of  the  Com- 
mons were  applied  to  the  building  of  a  State  Peni- 
tentiary. 

Later,  40  acres  more  were  granted,  but  this  time 
without  the  consent  of  the  commoners,  to  the  West- 
ern University. 

This  last  grant  gave  rise  to  protracted  litigation, 
and  resulted  in  compromise,  recognizing  the  com- 
moners' rights  in  the  soil. 

The  central  squares,  or  the  four  blocks  made  by 
the  intersection  of  Ohio  and  Federal  streets,  men- 
tioned in  the  Act,  were  reserved  for  the  use  of  the 
State,  for  the  erection  of  public  buildings — court 
house,  market  house,  jail,  and  for  places  for  public 
worship,  and  for  burying  the  dead. 

Two  of  these  blocks  are  now  occupied  with  city 
buildings,  and  the  others  lay  open  and  unimproved. 
The  city,  in  1849,  attempted  to  dispose  of  some 
40  lots  of  this  ground,  and  actual  sales  were  made, 
the  proceeds  to  be  applied  to  the  funding  and  re- 
demption of  city  scrip.  This  action  was  decided  to 
be  illegal,  on  the  ground  that,  the  city  could  not, 
without  violating  the  provisions  of  the  Act  of  1787, 
dispose  of  the  ground  for  private  uses,  and  deeds 
were,  therefore,  never  executed.  About  the  year 
1844,  the  City  Councils  had  under  consideration  a 
scheme  for  the  improvement  of  a  portion  of  the 
Commons,  which  contemplated  the  disposal  of  a  part 


of  the  ground,  to  defray  the  expense  of  improve- 
ment of  the  remainder,  but  this,  also,  was  abandoned 
for  like  reasons. 

From  the  inability  of  the  city  to  dispose  of,  or 
apply  this  ground  in  any  way,  without  the  consent 
of  every  lot-holder  in  the  city,  the  Commons  were 
suffered  to  lay  a  comparative  waste,  until  within  the 
last  two  years,  when  the  present  scheme  was  inau- 
gurated. 

In  the  mean  time,  the  population  of  the  city  had 
increased  to  some  65,000 — had  extended  her  limits 
far  outside  of  the  Commons,  and  all  the  territory 
immediately  around  these  grounds  was  compactly 
built  up.  The  Commons,  being  the  only  unoccupied 
area  of  any  extent  accessible  to  this  population, 
naturally  became  the  place  of  deposit  for  all  the 
waste  and  refuse  of  the  city ;  in  short,  a  public  nui- 
sance,  and   thus  entirely  defeating   the   object   for 

which  it  was  set  apart. 

C.  D. 
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